Simulation helps Harley-Davidson
improve motorcycle handling
By Ray Fossman, Manager of Applied Mechanics/Structures Lab
Tom Spehert, Senior Engineer Harley-Davidson Motor Company Milwaukee, Wisconsin

Harley-Davidson is reducing engineering costs by using off-the-shelf mechanical simulation
software to analyze motorcycle designs. Computer simulation makes it possible for engineers to
configure a new motorcycle and test its handling in a few hours on the computer, compared to
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After several successes such as this, Harley engineers decided to expand their involvement with
simulation. They worked with CADSI consultants to develop a custom graphical front-end to the DADS
program that automates the analysis process.
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